Crystal data 
In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 21 H 22 NOP, the amine H atom is involved in N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions, resulting in chains along the c axis. The crystal lattice is consolidated by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á Á interactions. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg2 and Cg3 are the centroids of the C8-C13 and C14-C19 rings, respectively. 
Comment
Phosphinamides are important functional groups in organic synthesis. They have been employed as amine protecting groups and as substrates for imine activation (Wuts et al., 2006) . Besides functioning as protective groups, phosphinamides are also used as catalysts for enantioselective reduction of ketones as building blocks for the synthesis of peptidomimetics via phosphinamide-directed benzylic lithiation (Burgos et al., 2008) and also as chiral ligands (Popovici et al., 2010) . Herein, we have synthesized a racemic mixture of a chiral phosphinamide and report its crystal structure.
The asymmetric unit of (I), (Fig. 1) contains one molecule. The phosphorus is in a tetrahedral environment as in other phosphine oxides. The P==O, P-N and P-C bond distances are comparable to similar compounds in literature (Priya et al., 2005; Fei et al., 2004; Gaw et al., 1999) . In the crystal of (I), O atom is involved in N-H···O==P hydrogen bonding interaction (Table 1) (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
To a solution of 1-bromo-2-ethylbenzene (1 ml, 7.3 mmol) in dry THF (10 ml) were added Mg (263 mg, 11 mmol) and a catalytic amount of iodine crystals. The resulting mixture was refluxed overnight under nitrogen atmosphere. The resulting Grignard reagent was added drop wise to a solution of PhPCl 2 (1.2 ml, 8.31 mmol) in THF (10 ml) at -70 °C and stirred for 3 h followed by addition of benzylamine (1.8 ml, 16.62 mmol). After stirring the reaction mixture for 4 h at -70 °C under nitrogen atmosphere, 30% aq hydrogen peroxide (5 ml) was added at 0 °C and stirred at this temperature for an additional 1 hr. The reaction mixture was then allowed to warm up to room temperature, ethylacetate (20 ml) was added and the resulting solution was washed with water (3 x 20 ml). The ethylacetate layer was dried over Na 2 SO 4 , filtered, and evaporated. The residue product was purified by crystallization from a 1:2 mixture of DCM and hexane to afford the title compound in 55% yield as white crystals; mp 104-107 °C; 139.7, 139.6, 133.1, 132.9, 132.2, 133.0, 131.8, 131.7, 130.2, 130.0, 128.7, 128.6, 128.4, 127.8, 127.3, 125.4, 125.3, 44.8, 27 .1, 15.5; 31 P NMR (CDCl 3 , 400 MHz): δ 27.03.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions [C-H = 0.98 Å for Me H atoms, 0.99 Å for Methylene H atoms and 0.95 Å for aromatic H atoms; U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) (1.5 for Me groups)] and were included in the refinement in the supplementary materials sup-2 riding model approximation. The nitrogen proton was located in a difference map and constgrained with N-H = 0.88 Å (U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). Figures   Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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